154               THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

with redoubled effort and finish it during this very year so that
we can establish swaraj.

I understand that in connection with a kind of riot in con-
nection with a theatre Manager nearly 40 persons have been
arrested. I must confess that I like the idea of that arrest. Every
Congressman, certainly every Congress leader must hold himself
responsible for the observance of peace in his own village and
district and whether we have been in a particular affray or not,
let the Government hold us as hostages, in connection with every
such affray anywhere for there is no doubt about it that we must
hold ourselves responsible for awakening India to life. We must
hold ourselves responsible for also making the people feel their
own strength, and the duty therefore undoubtedly devolves upon
every one of us to see to it that people continue to remain in a
disciplined state ... We may disclaim legal liability but we
may not escape moral liability for any outbreak of violence in
any part. . . Let us have no noisy demonstrations, no shouts, no
pressure to be put upon a single man who is a co-operator as
behoves peaceful men- When we attend meetings let us make no
noisy demonstrations; but, let us silently work away at the spinning-
wheel and complete the boycott of foreign cloth, if possible, even
during this very month. Let us occupy every spare moment at
our disposal in manufacturing yarn and weaving cloth. I know
no other way of winning swaraj and winning also the release of
the Ali Brothers and all those who may be imprisoned who are
innocent men.

I thank you for the exemplary patience with which you have
listened to me, I hope that you will listen to Maulana Azad Sobhani
with the same amount of patience*

The Hindu, 22-9-1921

66.   MESSAGE TO CONGRESS COMMITTEE, KARUR
TRICHINOPOLY,
September 20, 1921
I am sorry that the programme already drawn up does not
permit my paying Karur a visit. I know how well you have worked
for temperance reform. But I was sorry to hear of the pressure
put upon a theatre manager for contributions to the Tilak Swaraj
Fund or a temple. If we are to attain swaraj during this year
we must be able to control all the unruly elements amongst us
and prevent violence from whatever cause arising . . . under-